2 May 2007 

MWEB ANNOUNCES EXTENSIVE WIMAX TRIAL 

1000 trialists to be connected within two months

South Africa’s leading ISP, MWEB today announced the launch of its own Broadband Internet WiMAX trial taking place in Cape Town and Johannesburg. The trial will see some 1 000 home and business users testing MWEB’s Mobile WiMAX services following ICASA’s granting of a  WiMAX test licence to MWEB. 

This is a continuation of the successful deployed by MWEB of a Fixed WiMAX network in Namibia in February of this year. 

MWEB hopes to be awarded a commercial licence for WiMAX when ICASA allocates the remaining spectrum later this year. Said Rudi Jansen, CEO of MWEB: “The allocation of WiMAX spectrum is the perfect opportunity for ICASA to open up the industry to new players with a solid track record and Broad Based Black Economic Empowerment shareholders such as MWEB. This will bring real competition into the broadband Internet market for the benefit of consumers and businesses. We look forward to proving our capabilities for WiMAX through this trial.”

“We are currently erecting eight base stations for the trial – three in Cape Town and five in Johannesburg – and our first ten trial customers have already been connected to the service” said Jansen.

“WiMAX has the real advantage that it can be rolled-out quickly and far more cost-effectively than fixed-line broadband,” said Jansen. “MWEB will demonstrate that it is possible to roll out broadband Internet access to a large number of users in several different locations – and connect them very quickly with unlimited broadband Internet. The technology we are using for this roll-out is brand new internationally and only arrived in South Africa at the end of March. We will therefore be really putting the technology through its paces during the trial to make sure we’re comfortable that it delivers the desired results.

"Although WiMAX is a relatively new technology and still in its testing phase, it has great potential for both consumers and businesses,” said Jansen. “If it is rolled out successfully, it brings choice, reliability, accessibility and hopefully, affordability to the market. WiMAX also allows for the deployment of broadband Internet in areas, which have traditionally been neglected by the fixed line operators. The WiMAX base stations - which allow for Internet access within a radius of 20 kilometres - could be used effectively to cross the digital divide in disadvantaged areas across South Africa."   

 

MWEB’s eight WiMAX base stations are located in greater Johannesburg in Boksburg, Randburg, Sandton, Soweto and Victory Park, and in Cape Town on the Foreshore, at N1 City, and in Plumstead. Trialists are being recruited from MWEB’s member base of home and business users within the relevant coverage areas. 

Jansen said MWEB will be trialling a number of uncapped connectivity options aimed at the consumer, small business and corporate markets, along with voice and video services. The products will include 384 kbps, 512 kbps and 1024 kbps options and trialists will not pay for the service while it is still in test phase. 

“MWEB will be trialling the 802.16e Mobile WiMAX standard with equipment from leading WiMAX vendor Alvarion” said Jansen. “Outdoor fixed Customer Premise Equipment (CPE) units will be installed at the homes and offices of the majority of trialists, while self-install CPE units will also be tested for some users close to the base stations. Our installation partner in the trial is Gondwana – a company we have been closely involved with in our recent successful deployment of a Fixed WiMAX network in Namibia,” Jansen concluded.
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