INternet radio brings THE world closer together

March 2009:  Radio has come a long way since the cabinet-sized “wireless” sets that families gathered around every evening for entertainment. Today you can enjoy a variety of national and international radio stations such as the infamous Ryan Seacrest on America’s KIISFM; the popular British BBC Four channel or perhaps catch a rock concert broadcast from Germany – all just at the push of a button.  

The newest trend in radio technology, called Internet radios, allows you to hear top international radio stations or South African regional radio stations, even if you’re not in the broadcast area. 

What is Internet radio?

It is an audio broadcasting service transmitted via the Internet.  This service has been around since the 1990’s to allow traditional radio stations to simulcast their programming, but the good news is that the latest Internet radio sets are now available in South Africa.  

MWEB, South Africa’s leading Internet Service Provider (ISP), has distribution rights of the OXX Digital Internet radios.  These radios will allow you to access 14 000 radio stations from across the world and also includes a function where you can search by “genre” or “country”.   

How do I connect to Internet radio and how does it work?

You need to have a broadband Internet connection, preferably ADSL and a wireless router to connect your Internet radio and access the radio stations.  The OXX Digital Internet radio uses Wi-Fi to connect to your home wireless network, which means that you can connect your radio in the same way as you would connect a laptop.  You can also save your favourite stations to 10 preset channels just like a traditional radio.

Natalie Thayer, GM of MWEB, said the Internet is a wonderful tool for staying in touch and keeping up to date with news. Now it’s also a perfect means to listen to great international or regional radio with the added bonus of not having to sit in front of your PC to hear it. 

Thayer continues: “Internet radios are perfect for use at home or the office or anywhere there is a broadband connection - even in a Wi-Fi hotspot.  Users can sign up and create their own playlists or search for their favourite local and international radio stations via www.reciva.com . Internet radios are also ideal for use in the hospitality industry where overseas guests can be made to feel at home by offering their favourite international radio stations in their rooms.”

What other functions does Internet radio have?

The OXX Digital radio has many interesting features for every music lover.  It provides live worldwide podcasts and "listen again" services such as those operated by the BBC. It also offers over 14 000 preset radio stations and can access stations from around the world, with broadcasts available from nearly every country including over 60 local South African stations.  

Another interesting function of this gadget is that you can use it as a media player and create playlists of your favourite music for parties.  

Internet radio also allows you to access podcasts (an audio file usually saved in MP3 format) via the web.  So when you miss your favourite show or perhaps a certain interview you wanted to listen to, you can access it through the archived items on the particular station’s site.   

The OXX Digital radio features a compact design with premium finishing and comes with additional features such as a head phone jack, alarm clock, 10 radio station presets, Wi-Fi connectivity and a sleep timer.

How much does it cost and where can I get it?

MWEB offers two models of the radios, the Alto and the Tube, which are priced at R3 000 and R4 500 respectively.  To purchase one, MWEB customers can go to www.mweb.co.za/services/mwebshop, visit the MWEB Cresta store or call 08600 32000.

-ends-

	Issued on behalf of:

MWEB

Carolyn Holgate - Marketing Manager

Tel: 021 596 8188

cholgate@mweb.com
	Issued By:

Atmosphere

Marissa Visagie – Account Assistant

(021) 469 1568 / 071 146 7941

marissa@atmosphere.co.za 



