Shopping When Times Are Tough
February 2009: It’s official – the world is in the midst of a recession and everywhere you turn the message is about tightening your belt, curbing spending and saving money. But unless you grow your own food, never drive and make your own clothes, you will need to shop. MWEB, South Africa’s leading Internet Service Provider explains how best to get what you need and still stick to your budget. 

“Doing your shopping online, rather than at a shopping mall is one easy way of saving money while still getting the things you need,” says MWEB GM, Natalie Thayer. “Sales in shopping malls are a great temptation and you can often spend a lot of money on things you don’t need simply because they were sold at a “bargain price”. 

Thayer says shopping online is the most predictable way to shop because you know exactly which website to go to, how much the product will cost and when the product will reach you. You also save money on petrol; save time by not trawling the aisles of a store; and you can make your purchases without added temptations. 

“Books, groceries and cellphone airtime are all very popular items bought online but nutritional products, pre-paid electricity, clothes and accessories are increasingly available online too. Purchasing plane tickets online is a quick and easy way to compare prices between airlines to make the best decision for your pocket and has become a popular tool for making other travel arrangements as well.

“Another advantage of shopping online is that online stores are usually available 24 hours a day while conventional retail stores are only open during business hours. An MWEB subscriber can purchase goods available from our Member Shop 24-hours a day at their convenience,” adds Thayer. 

For more information, visit www.mweb.co.za or call 08600 32000.
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