Experience 'The Block' online!
MWEB Business produces and hosts world-class websites for M-Net's 'The Block' and 'Project Fame' 

Johannesburg, 24 November 2004 - Building on the success of previous M-Net reality show websites, such as Big Brother and Idols, MWEB Business has once again produced and hosted websites for two of M-Net's recent popular reality shows, 'The Block' and 'Project Fame'. 

"We have been developing websites for M-Net since the reality television craze first gripped South Africa a few years ago. The 'Project Fame' and 'The Block' sites allowed us to utilise the latest website technologies and applications to allow for a rich, engaging and interactive visitor experience," says Alisdair Murray-Smith, general manager: business solution development, MWEB Business. 

"Viewers can visit 'The Block's' website before Sunday's special finale show and have a final look at the couples' flats, interact with other viewers via the online forum and chat room as well as register for the upcoming auction," adds Murray-Smith. 

'The Block' website features include, amongst others, an interactive guide with a flash application, which allows visitors to view floor plans of the couples' flats. "We designed the site to engage users to explore it and view images and clips in a different way. By clicking on a particular room, visitors can, for example, view 'before' and 'after' images of the various rooms," adds Murray-Smith. Visitors to the site are able to view the couples' diaries, profiles, photographs, budgets and are also able to download exclusive video clips. 

In addition to developing and hosting the sites, MWEB Business has also facilitated the audience voting for both programmes in South Africa and the rest of Africa, via Web, SMS and telephone. 'The Block' website has attracted just over 650 000 page views to date, with the final week still to come. A total of 45 000 newsletters have been sent, and nearly 85 000 votes cast in the sites' contestant popularity poll. 

MWEB Business launches new VPN solution for SMEs. SMEs can improve business productivity through efficient information sharing 

MWEB Business, the division of MWEB that focuses on the specialised needs of small to medium businesses, has today announced the launch of the first in a series of Virtual Private Network (VPN) offerings designed for SME customers. The managed VPN offering, which utilises ADSL technology, enables SME businesses to share information and access centralised services in a quick, secure and cost effective manner. 

As small companies grow and expand geographically, they are faced with increasingly larger Internet and hardware bills in order to maintain contact between branches. No matter the type of company, the need to maintain fast, secure and reliable communication among remote employees and different locations remains a critical factor. 

As part of an ongoing pursuit to understand the unique needs facing businesses in the SME space, MWEB Business is continuously developing solutions that will improve efficiencies for its SME customer base. MWEB Business' VPN ADSL offering enables small business owners that have between one and five branches, the opportunity to take advantage of this technology that allows for secure and fast access to information and improved communication between branches. 

"The provision of this managed VPN offering will enable our customers to reduce their monthly capital outlay, reduce their business operational costs, negate the need for multiple software packages and enable them to host centralised applications and documents that are available securely to all branches. The development of this product further demonstrates MWEB Business' commitment to the SME market and improving business efficiency for our SME customers," says Gary Hart, manager: marketing and products, MWEB Business. 

"We are also pleased to announce that this cost effective and highly efficient VPN solution offering is just one of many VPN offerings that will soon be available from MWEB Business." continues Hart.

