Get Wi-Fi for fast, wireless Internet access

What do you do if you're away from home or the office, with your laptop PC but no phone line? How will you get your e-mail, pay your bills online, or do anything else you need an Internet connection for? The answer is by accessing the Internet over a Wi-Fi wireless connection. Wi-Fi stands for "Wireless Fidelity" which is the leading standard for radio-based, wireless networking around the world. It is currently the only technology that allows users to connect at work, at home and while travelling - offering quality performance at a reasonable cost.

When you're in range of a Wi-Fi transmitter/receiver (known as a Hotspot), the Internet is all around you in the form of high-frequency radio waves, and to tap into it, all you need is a Wi-Fi access card that fits into your laptop or handheld PC. Once inside a Hotspot, you just log in and you will be online instantly with high-speed Internet access. The broadcast range of a Hotspot can vary from 20 to 60 metres. You don't need a telephone line or a modem to get connected, and some newer notebook PCs have Wi-Fi built in. Wi-Fi extends the "reach" of your Internet connection in the home, at the office and while travelling. 

Because it is a broadband connection, Wi-Fi is dramatically faster than a standard dial-up modem and you don't need to hunt for a telephone connection point. You also don't need to dial up - just get to a Wi-Fi Hotspot, log on and instantly you're online. Wi-Fi is ideal for travelling businesspeople who need to stay in touch with their office or mailbox, regardless of where they are. In South Africa, MWEB Wi-Fi Hotspots can be found at all international airports, and most Mugg & Bean coffee shops, News Cafes and City Lodge hotels and new Hotspots are being rolled out continuously. MWEB Wi-Fi members will also enjoy access to over 20 000 Hotspots worldwide, thanks to MWEB's iPass service, which offers global broadband roaming. Using iPass, members can access Wi-Fi Hotspots in numerous cities from America to Australia, Singapore and Hong Kong.

MWEB is the only ISP offering all of its members a free minutes bundle that includes access at Johannesburg, Durban and Cape Town Airports, but does unfortunately not include overseas usage. Wi-Fi is also ideal for home users, as with the right hardware, you can access the Internet from anywhere within your home. With a Wi-Fi compatible laptop and the Big Black Box, which includes a combination ADSL modem and wireless access point you can get reliable, fast Internet access in your own private "hotspot". MWEB members will get an allocation of free minutes to access MWEB's Wi-Fi network each month and if you are an MWEB Wi-Fi user, you can also use the iPass wireless hotspots overseas, but you will be billed separately, depending on the rate set by the access provider for that particular Hotspot. For more information on Wi-Fi and how to get it, go to http:/wifi.mweb.co.za.

