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McGregor BFA launches Company Watch

Financial modelling software gives an indication of a company’s financial health

Johannesburg, 5 April 2005 – McGregor BFA, a wholly owned subsidiary of MWEB Business, today announced its partnership with UK-based Company Watch. In terms of the agreement, McGregor BFA will extend its current financial content service offering to supply customers with Company Watch’s resident-based financial modelling software.

The Company Watch software and regularly updated company database, which is available to customers under licence, provide an in-depth analysis of all South African publicly listed companies. This reveals strengths, weaknesses and overall financial health by utilising advanced mathematical modelling techniques.

Accurately evaluate financial health

The product’s modelling facility enables customers to perform ‘what if’ forecasts and scenarios for an instant evaluation of a particular company’s financial health. A full graphical analysis with detailed background business information on all companies in the database is provided. The Risk Rating feature enables users to classify each company into one of ten financial risk categories, where risk is presented as a percentage likelihood of failure or serious financial distress.    

“Company Watch is a rapid and reliable tool that can be used to evaluate any locally listed company’s financial health, as well as provide a thorough understanding of its historic financial dynamics,” says George Palmer, general manager, content service provider division, MWEB Business. 

Business benefits

Company Watch can be used successfully to manage credit risk. The ability to identify companies at risk provides greater control, which lowers bad debts and increases profitable trading. The regular evaluation and monitoring of the financial health of key suppliers enables companies to source alternative suppliers should potential difficulties be identified. 

Company Watch enables customers to analyse their own budgets and long-term plans, and in so doing, identify and demonstrate risk inherent in future plans.

The database furthermore allows customers to compare their financial performance to that of their competitors. This comparison extends beyond profitability to include an analysis of financial structures, thereby providing an indication of strengths and weaknesses.  

Powerful evaluation tool

A powerful and user-friendly search engine powers Company Watch, systematically guiding users through a company’s financial structure. It enables users to interrogate the company database on virtually any combination of criteria, as well as create portfolios of companies for the purpose of monitoring and comparison.

“This product acts as an early warning system and increases trading confidence by mitigating undue risk,” concludes Palmer. 

Visit www.mcgbfa.com for further information. 

-ENDS- 

About MWEB Business 

Founded in January 1998 as the business division of MWEB, MWEB Business provides comprehensive solutions in areas of Internet Services, Application Services, Content Services, Web development, e-commerce, eProcurement and consultancy to businesses.


We are dedicated to helping our business clients leverage the power of the Internet by providing a comprehensive solution for all their Internet needs along with the expertise and skills to successfully implement their ventures online.

MWEB Business has e-commerce enabled more than 220 businesses and provided Internet services to more than 50 000 business clients, including Pick 'n Pay, Makro, Netflorist, Incredible Connection, The Pro Shop and many more.

About McGregor BFA
McGregor BFA supplies fundamental and historical information on South African listed and top unlisted companies. The company also supplies local and international economic data as well as international financial indicators and currency exchange rates. Coverage of the South African Market is extensive. In addition to providing all major South African banks and investment institutions with data, information and analysis tools, we also supply data and information to the top financial magazines and daily newspapers.

McGregor BFA is part of MWEB Business, which provides comprehensive solutions in areas of Internet Services, Application Services, Content Services, Web development, e-commerce, eProcurement and consultancy to businesses. MWEB Business is part of the multinational Naspers media group with principal operations in electronic and print media. Naspers has operations in Africa, the United States, Europe and Asia.
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