Now you can call the UK and USA for just 99c a minute - February 4, 2005 

Callsaver - a new service from MWEB - enables subscribers to phone internationally at rates lower than any cellular or landline service. Calls to the UK and USA will cost from 99c per minute (inclusive of VAT), no matter what time of day the call is made. This represents a saving of over 40% on Telkom's current peak rates of R1.70 per minute to these countries.

"We expect that people who are tired of paying hefty rates for overseas calls - particularly those with family overseas - will find this solution very attractive," says Russell Dreisenstock, GM of MWEB Home. Callsaver is a system whereby calls are initiated using the MWEB Internet portal and then concluded by an overseas operator, thus securing substantial cost savings for South African callers. 

MWEB is using the services of a leading UK operator to affect the calls, using standard land-line telephones or cell phones. "This is an exciting new service for home users, and will also benefit business travellers needing to call internationally from an hotel. All that is needed to use Callsaver is a computer, an Internet connection and access to the MWEB Message Centre, which is available to MWEB members and MSelect users." 

"To use the facility, members simply initiate their calls on www.mweb.co.za by clicking on Callsaver and then typing in a "from" and "to" telephone number. Hereafter, users receive a call at their own telephone number (a Telkom land line or cell phone), and when they pick up, they will be connected automatically to the person they wanted to call. The option to schedule a call, either one or two minutes later, allows dial-up users to use the same telephone line to book the call on the Internet, disconnect and then receive the call itself on that number. 

Before the call is placed, users will be able to clearly see the rate per minute that they will pay for the call. The service also differs from Internet telephony, in that the call quality will normally be as high as that of a land-line call. Members will need to buy credits to pay for the calls before they start using the service," said Dreisenstock. 

"This is easy to do, either via credit card or by adding the cost of the credits to their monthly MWEB account. The list of call rates for some 600 destinations are listed on the MWEB website, with the Rand per minute calling cost for each. Call rates to mobile numbers overseas are also included.

