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The future is wireless
Andre Joubert, General Manager, MWEB Business 
In the past year, the number of hotspots across South Africa has increased from seven to over 50, and today wireless connectivity is making the Internet more accessible than ever. 
What is Wi-Fi? 
You may have already heard of the term “Wi-Fi” – but what does it mean and is it complicated to use? Wi-Fi refers to “Wireless Fidelity”, which is the leading standard for wireless networking around the world. When you are in a Wi-Fi location – known as a hotspot – the Internet is all around you in the form of high frequency radio waves.
How do you get connected?

Accessing the Internet by using Wi-Fi is as simple as taking your Wi-Fi enabled laptop or handheld device (e.g. a personal digital assistant) to a hotspot and start surfing. Hotspots are located across South Africa at international airports, certain Mugg & Bean coffee shops and News Café restaurants, as well as at selected hotels.

In a joint venture with Airports Company South Africa and Internet Solutions, MWEB will be continuously rolling out new hotspots across the country to cater for the increased growth of and demand for wireless Internet access. 

Benefits of Wi-Fi

Both smaller businesses and corporate users share the common need to access information. Wi-Fi provides users with fast, affordable and convenient Internet access that has no geographical boundaries or physical constraints such as wires. Whilst at a hotspot, users are able to access email, the Internet and other corporate information through a virtual private network. 

What does it cost?

MWEB members currently enjoy 300 free minutes (5 hours) of free local Wi-Fi access per month. Once this time has expired, users can top up with their credit cards with packages ranging from R50 for 50 minutes to R150 for 150 minutes. 

In addition to local access, MWEB members have access to international hotspots through an agreement with iPass, a company offering global broadband roaming. International access is, however, charged at rates set by overseas providers.   

The potential for the growth of Wi-Fi in South Africa is enormous. Users are demanding mobility and ‘always-on’ Internet access is becoming non-negotiable. Continuous technology price reductions and the increased availability of bandwidth places consumers in a winning position, and enables them to take advantage of the numerous benefits that Wi-Fi offers. 
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